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On the Problem of Students Whispering in Class

— Phenomenologically Considering Sound Perception and Functions of the Kindsthese in a Classroom —
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The existing studies on students whispering in class conducted research mainly on the students’
human relations and norm consciousness in the group to which they belong, using the questionnaire
method. These studies, however, cannot clearly explain the fact that although students today are
sufficiently conscious that whispering in class is not acceptable behavior, they routinely indulge in it.
Moreover, since these studies club whispering with other unacceptable activities in a classroom, they
cannot discern the unique characteristic that whispering possesses—that of producing sound.

To overcome this insufficiency, we study the phenomenological concept of Kindsthese, which
means the unifying rapport between the perceptive activities of the subject and the appearances of
external world for him/her. This makes it possible for us to interpret whispering in a classroom more
appropriately than the existing studies do. For students who are not disturbed by the whispering
that surrounds them, their learning activities, such as listening to their teacher or to other students,
harmonically unifies the appearance in a classroom at the level of auditory perception, this is, the
whispering. This unifying harmony is lived by the body, where cognition or conscious activities are
based. For this reason, in a class where this harmony is realized in most students, even if their norm
consciousness and human relations are strictly opposed to whispering in class, eliminating whispering is a
very difficult task. Therefore, we need to research new approaches to solving the problem of whispering
from the viewpoint of functions of the body that support our daily activities that are out of the control of

our consciousness, that is, Kindsthese.
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