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A Case Study on the Significance of Japanese Language Lesson about “Listening” in Children’s
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Summary

In modern society listening is the foundation of linguistic activities such as dialog and discussion.
However, a review of previous studies about “listening” reveals some problems. In the study of Japanese
language, how should teaching material examining the essence of “listening” be developed? This study
aims to structuralize the importance of lesson practicing based on descriptions of lesson planning and
examining the meanings of “listening” that are intended for children’s literature written in Japanese.

By adopting a qualitative research method, this study takes a phenomenological approach. In its
investigation, the lesson practice examines the significance through matching descriptions of children
with the phenomenological findings of the American philosopher, Ihde., an American philosopher.

Lesson planning adopts two approaches: (1) thea interpretation method by Terada, and (2) thea
theory based on “new hermeneutics” by Tsuruta. Additionally In addition, actual lessons practice the
investigation of meanings ofexamination of the meaning of ‘listening’ intended for each character in two
children’sjuvenile storiesliteratures.

Consequently, the investigation examination of the meanings of “listening” by “reading™ clarifies that
affluent “overlapping polyphony” and motivation by “polyphonic affection™ occur. Besides, a overlapping
other experiences on Terada’s method and a spiral of gGeneration of meanings on Tsuruta’s theory
cultivate intrinsic exploration.
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