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A Phenomenological Explication of Various Aspects of Listening in Dewey
—Following Clues from Ihde’s Listening and Voice—
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Summary

This study aims to explicate and structure various aspects of “listening” in Dewey using Ihde’s
phenomenological knowledge as an aid. Due to the preferential treatment that visualism has received,
focusing on listening is important to shed light on rich experiences. Thus, as a starting point, I examined
listening in Dewey, which has been largely overlooked by existing research.

As an aid in conducting this study, I used the comprehensive phenomenological knowledge of
Ihde's Listening and Voice: Phenomenologies of Sound, which promulgates the idea of
postphenomenology. Using the literature on Dewey, I investigated The School and Society, Democracy
and Education, Experience and Nature, Art as Experience, and Experience and Education, ensuring that
the pre- and post- periods could be covered to a certain extent.

Descriptions of listening subjects in Dewey revealed three aspects: (1) listening as a way of
meaning generation, which expands the scope of listening to include not only spoken language but also
environmental sounds and music; (2) listening with the body, that is, listening as a whole body sensation,
combining all the senses and not just the auditory; (3) listening to the rhythm of the origin, a natural
rhythm as an ordered variation that is positioned as a central part of the fringe or the horizon.

The results suggest that this could assist educational material theory in bringing more diversity
to everyday listening experiences, transforming the way we listening, and drawing listeners closer to the

essence of what listening is.
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